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ONE DOLLAR

ART REVIEW

Seeing the Cosmos in Its Moths and Trees

By EEMN JOHNS(N

FURCHASE, H.Y. — Fresh ma of
aradinte scbool, the Starn Twins —
ar, as they prefer 1o be called now,
Do and Mike Starn — hit thie New
Yook art world with & bang in LS,
the year af tselr first soho exhibation.
18 (heir oxpansive collapes, IDARCE
ol roses, hosses amt old mster e
worlcs were rommantleally sedistlve,
bt what maliered was what they did
in phistography. Scotchetaping io-
pether mubitudes of faded, murky,
firn, wrinkled and ocherwise dis
wressd photographie peims,  (hey
gove phoiography  sn. astounding
painiesty and even sculptural phys-
eality, cpenlieg the mediom o oa
whode new v bd ol expressive possg-
bifizy

Tlee Btarns. wero almosd iestsiily
famems, They were salected for the
1687 Whitney Bawenntal and waal an (o
participade & major g festivals all
uver the warld They showe] reps-
{mrly ab the vesprable Leo Captetlh
Ginllery, have had museum retro-
miectived o four eontiments  and

“Hehind Your Eve: A Multinsdin
Imstaltation by Doug. and  Mike
Zgren' ix an view ar the Newharger
Slasenm af XUNY Purchies, T35 An-
dersom - Hill Rood, Puochiie. NV
(0140 251-RT00, fhrough Aut &

have been the subjects af coffee-
Labile iormes.

Faorall thal, i (4 siill possible for &
Mew York gallerygoer o winder,
whatever happenod 10 the Stam
Twina? Their inlusmce: Hves ol e
agpressively  physieal  waym  that
ooy arlists use phodogrophs those
days — Wollgang Tiflmans, lor e3-
amiple. The Starns have condinaed to
paperiment  pdveniunoasly. with ihe
miatestal presentation of photogrs.
phy, bud thelr prescoupations with
patgre mnd antiguity. hove beemed
ol or frrelesint to an art workd
franafixed by e pifects of modern
cialivre and socisty, An exhibition of
mvch-entusged images of moths laad
winter o Lelmann Maupin Gallery,
ihe Stmrms’ first Mew. York show in
aiy woors, did ot projpect any new
Tealioyr of (wrpeney.

Mow m farge and mpressave exhi-
higin of recent worh at the Meu-
borper Moseum of A m SUNY
Parchase, organmmed by the mau-
seaim 'y curainr af oEdes and con-
tomparary arl, Dede Yoasg, pives &
clearer picture of whin the Starns
Haee heen i do Judging by " Behind
Youwr Eve,"” e shrt snswer |5 they
hanre becone viabmary cosmologists,
Mow 43, they are producing a halisibe,
Mew ape blend of sclemce, philoss-
iy, paniry, spirituality, theater, art
histary and photegrogly, Thal may
sl e @oned, bait At (5 all prooeded
i b coherent setoof conceptual con-

ety thal remam mind-stretch.
g fo contempiate, even if yeu tre of
the farmuleic, faux antique nesthedic
i wheeh they comtinge b rely.

Whsl you irdlially feece of the nne-
soum 12 ceofusmg An enormus,
pee-lrack  shofi screen  atredches
meross the apening (o ose al he (W
Lorps pallerics recaplid by the show.
The sereesn Bas sliding paneds of vor-
nlshed poper besrng bloch phole-
graphic Images of loafless frees
Passang through an apenlng 1o te
screen, you fied rmws of heal-op 1a-
Bles g whileh more than 30 frammd
fanx-antigae phalographs of moths
arg casunlly Tuid cat as if for close-up
examination by phalography ar entg-
mokagy studenin. On some tnhles sre
landmede photogrophic books [ifled
with imapes of moths and trees that
¥ TAY peTusy

Large phitpgraphs from rwo dif
[erant seriea hung om the walls. Ench
al four Elossy two or threg-paned
periily ol paper [resenis the greatly
enlurged ioiags af o beaf oo g whits
hackground. Printed i clch combi-
natlons af rod, blue and pold, ghe
leaves ore y decoyed, mosthy
anly the veins reseoin, leaving lacy
nkeliboms

The otheér wali-tupg works ars
erarmuous, blarcy il [raem @ widen
of meths shot by the Starns onoa fronl
porch m the coumtry, {Thoey ant Tami-
aated 1o nlumiswn pansls) In ooe
measuring 3 feed wide, moths are

“Structure of Thought T (2000-04), pare of *Behind Your E

L gind WEKE B rWnpergs pamem o A

," a naw rnntndlation |.;|:,r Dd.HIH and Mike Starn.

iduminared by elecimo lights thai
Micker againg the darkness like
sars i the might sky

Lean the viewer thinl there 18 noth-
ing mnre here than an overprodisced
ploy with phofography's mnterial
possthillies, pasagranhs [ram the
artizts' writings pre oo the gallesy
waild, “'Light {8 power, knowledge, i
ia whnt we want, |¢is whiat we peed, [
I8 satisfmction, futfiliment, tnsth wnd
purily.” ose declares in part. An-
nther repds, "Trees nfe & necording
af light. Nght furmed ko carban
through plaiasyithedis — tha frans-
farmistinn of light o dark phyaieal
m#iter — B0 archieciurs of inky
Binck dorkness, growing towards the
goalrCE, "

The writhip doean't axplaln every-
thimg, nmdd you ey be pat afl by i
partentous tooe, bt it segs you think-
ing frwdlfully aliong certain nerpre-
tiwe lmnes. Yow begm o see how, for
the Starms, photography becomes the
sowree of @ metaphysicel revelation

im which darksess mod light aro the
egzamtinl poley of @ iranscendeaially
inteliigant unlvrss

Horn is not the placs 10 wark oul adl
the lmpications, bt wo may pole
marne basic dess: that the mpah i
like phoiography in 18 cesponse. 10
light, that trees, koo photography,
fecd on Hght; that the beoanches of
trees and veins of |eaves are liks the
veins and arteries in the uman
by thint hght curresponds o dl-
wine spirit and darkness to the fer
peesbrind body . tual the meoth = drawn
to Lighst mside homan sl i driaws 19
God

I & second cavermous gallery, this
o dlark, the Starms haye sed up a 15
font-wids pejectson screen dingamal-
by across ghw middls af e rosm
Visthle from both sides B a stfeam.
mE montoge of digially processed
mangery: [lFing mpths and birds,
irees, clouds, pelsating oye pupils
gnid the peios Ddmnis Hoppor, wha
spoaks im on omimous, shesed-down

romble and Maati up inks tie dky.

The Htarns hove mmosipalaied ime-
ppe guality B sl soeis 4f ways:
nMetitg color, layering imapges. o
hmneing £larity ar gradniness, fram-
ing pictures within pretures ucd wo
an. The [k of magery I8 optiealhy
engaging and, witt the ald of music
{rom somrces like Benthoeen ond i6we
mowie = Midnight Cawhaoy,” d casls a
vagguely mipatical spall

What i Starns ave dops with
video, howevor, 5 not as grouids
treaking as whal they did with ple
fegraphay, Badking o bosily sireomnmig
mioatage 15 an abvioas thing o da
with the medium. They are /lso tak-
Ing thoir persoooliced pebygion o
fully sericusly, They cotld use a [itife
mure busne, iF fod brony. Weverthe-
lega, thede's an mvigarabing smpl
tuds bo-the Starns's emtorprine. Aamy
artisty ore good 0 dobg one small,
narmawly defined thing; If fhe Starna
all short, they da =0 o0 8 gread soale



