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the Starn Twins, a portfolio

Doug and Mike Starn (b. 1961, New Jersey), identical twin
brothers, have collaborated for more than twenty years in
the territory between photography, video, installation,
sculpture and painting, and occupy a unique position in
contemporary art practices in photography. Their works are
created in an effort to confront the fragility of the photo-
graphic print, and to acknowledge its material existence,
rather than treating photography as a sacrosanct two-
dimensional image. They blend elements of postmodern
appropriation and a seeming disregard for the integrity of
the medium’s materials with an almost pre-modern interest
in creativity and spirituality.

The sun has evolved as the major focus of the Starns’ work,
as a symbeol of things greater and more powerful, that which
is beyond the everyday trials of life - physically, scientifically
and spiritually - the sun as a symbol of knowledge,
illumination, enlightenment, and brilliance. Beginning in
1904, the Starns created their first illuminated transparent
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works, weaving together images from NASA, their first kinetic
'sun machine’ entitled Amaterasu, and their first film and
video work in collaboration with the film-maker lem Cohen,
called Sun Project. In an effort to better comprehend the sun's
draw on them, throughout 1995 the Starns committed
themselves to in-depth historical research - from studies of
ancient Egyptian history, the teachings of Plato and
Copernicus and the writings of Dante, to scientific research
compiled from today's modern radio telescope observatories.

Absarption of Light combines for the first time four bodies
of work from the last five years exploring their metaphors of
light through real symbols of the "gravity of light': leaves,
trees, moths and a blind 8th-century monk and reformer of
Buddhism. It encompasses the artists’ broad spectrum of
media, including computer-generated prints on rice paper,
hand-coated silver emulsion on paper, and video. The work
will travel around Europe, Japan and the United States,
starting in spring 2003, for a period of 3 years.
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Treps are o wecordivg of lafit - Hoht tumed tto carbon Hrough plotagynthesis. They are containers of comprehensie
information and lavered knowledge. Web, networks, synapies, like dendritic newrons in the brain. The Sun writes of
ity complex fnowledre and deseribes thself,

Lake a book, a free o transcribed |'|'Ii'-'ri_:_:'-'l4|'. A seroll cam be faed ont and read a5 o sungie fage, fike a branch. The
J?.'.'l.'-'.'l.'l' {1 redited b the silfiouetied for '_r,l'. frees = the 'I-"il'l?rl'l" denedritic branches are
memory and imagination. These frees are fghd written in the
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frictograpfie nature of Clinese oo
related o the complexities of knowiedpe, understanding, |
calligraphy of the sun
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Structure of Thought #3537, Starm Tiwins, MIS and Lyeonic inkjet prints on Thai Mulberry, Gampi
and Hssue papers, with wax encanstic and varmish, 27 x 23, 2001, this page above Structure off Thought #5°
Starn Tons, MIS and Lysonic infget prints on That Mulberry, Gampi and Hsiue papers, with wax encaustic
and vonmsh, 27 x 23, 2001 ; Black Pulse 117", Starn Tans, MIS infe! vef albumen and ncanstic
on Gampi paper, Scotch tape and ghue, 42 x 82, 2001

Biack pulse 1 the fTaw of absorbed lght thraugh the architecture of darfmess buili from lght. Leavey are the discarded
catrdiopaseular and regpevatory system of trees. By photorespiration, sunlight tr inhaled and activates the process of
manfacturing carkon, tuming fght nte darkness as of streams Srough the leaves” vemns, creating the body of the free.
Dirapypring from their branches after the long summer weeks, the leaves are curled uf and brittle, only veins rematn,
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At might, a dilated pugnl ts starved of light - it opens wide to swallow as meh as i can. The holes in the sphere of
ey skaell Bt ilfurination o your ned,

Muths are attracted o feht o the darkness, no one wnderstands why, 105 neither to mate nor to eal, Like butterflies,
moths are alnost ax fight as air, but they are the poor stufed costus, ey fve thetr loes ab night, flving from nowfers
torwards the end of therr loes, A moth wall bounce acrass a uii’mg, orbil a mmp ﬂ} inta a flame - Wee moystery and
Sfutility of their flight towards something better, Their tattered_fragile dusty wings ave melaphors for aur own_flight,

Attracted to Light G Starm Twins, taned silver print on Thal Mulberry paper. 20”x20", 1996-00
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Cranpin woas a blind Sth-cottury Chinese monk sent to Fapan to reforne Buddhisn. The contemporansans seulpiure and
Temple Residence in Nava is an UNESCO world treasure and is curvently undergotng a decade-long restoration. Ouver
the centuries much of the gold leaf on the raised and prominent features had wom away, exposing e ek clay
snderneath, feaving the brilfiance only i the recesses and shaded areas. This creales an o négative afearance,
darkness i the fglt and Gohd v the davk, Gangin’s eves see nothing but black, filled

a-coticidence J_l_,l'.erll'.ll.'.'-"r.1|'.'r.'.'|
with lipht,

Ganjin, Stam Twins, toned silver print on Thal Mulberry paper, 72 % 72, 2000-01



