We've worked together since we were kids and we've
been photographing and doing our own darkroomn
wiork since we were therbean, which is almaost 30 yeara

riowe. Bt cur first exhibit was in 1984

Yas, wa finish sach othar’s ideas ‘:".'E“r\-l'-'?-d:f hia

own internal monckogue and debate system and we

a chance to make that somathing that’s externa
‘Work always has a debate system bwilt sto it, to
explore ideas and to try avenues of realization. Very
often we come to the studka fresh with the same

Ideas

Of courss ttical twine » clones;, we have the

e DM, structure, But even in ge identical

people epigenetic mluences ensure that by the tme

youu arg bom ewvery narvous systam is unique, That is
who Dowg and | are, identical but unigue, photo-
graphic reproductons yet existing as mdividuats

Maybe this leads us to our view ot reality,

It's quite strange, the ideas behind our work are totally
shared and the spproach of how they're presented

physically, it's a 100% combination, totally combened,

Bure, of course. Not as much as when we were

younger

olutely. fs we sad before, through the debate

Ariswers are Il.".ll 1z

MIKE & DOUG STARN

twins Mike and Dowg

intarnational prominence throwab the 1957 W

Bignnial in Mew York, Their rk has earmed them

numarous  prestigious prizes, a5 wall as many

intermnational sole ewhibitions. ‘Absorption of Light'
comprisas four bodves of work from over the past five
years, in which the Stams ewplore the metaphaors ot
light through real symbaolic representations from nature

and a sculpture of Ganjin, the Bth century monk who

reformed Japanese Buddhism

It's just kind of i fe

oem literature 1o just being, 1o

ed 1o create. To us, the way photo
graphy s normally presented is so limited and

misleading, People have this idea that phatography is

rn.r.ll:,.' reprasentative of wision and actually it's such an

abstraction, Photography s fterally a recording of

||l;"' d Space and a momant And vision is som

ing
50 much more complex. Its got nothing to do with

recording, it's & construction In your haad, of all your

senses at the same bme and everything you've sver

experienced. \We sre attempiing to present that

congtruction, presenting photographs constructed of

parts. The way we'ne constructing things using the

tation af the very pe

seitch |:IF:IEE' s a r-:'[:' dulgh’

interpretation, the personal constrection, that goss on
in everyone’s head every moment of their life, and the

ephemaral nature of mamarny

That’s a really towgh gquestion, That's somathing we
sperd countless hours working on and trying to
verbalise in cur writing and in what we make. Cur way
of empressing things is through owr art and o do i

a sho ans

ser = Impossible. It's a philosophy

that wea 1ry and present work and it deals with

timescale and frame of reference of everyone as

indivsduals We try 1o put that into perspective of how

srnigll thet really s, but alsa tf

1 6 & Connected o

something that &

and we are externally
part af that imrmerdsaty, yet that immendaty internally as

that

will withindwtheut, it's all the same,. We EXpH

with a broad lexcan

ry irmportant. make waork that is w

ra. |t has to do with

et few inches, up to Seven me

and your p

It's a = '-|p::fc':|: on, a destillation of the physical reality

aof light, Light and ne light, There is something about

olack and white that has a connotation of study

we want that to come aonoss in the work and hopefully

that brngs it o a range of something to explare

rather than just samething o look at

Everything is printed n our studha, it has to e, W

developed the photographic process 1o mimic a
moeth's wings., It took a couple of years of
axparimenting  with different papers, diffarant

amulsions, diferant ways of treating the paper to

accapt the emulsion and it allows it to disintegrate

-ﬂu,:rir-.] t's dhave lapment, pest ike a moth's ¥ Wings
disintegrata in flight Wa have a lot of assistants these

days, but we overses avarything

Yes. We want to present a humbleness, something

that you o8 te to a8 & part of the world. Ta

bring the real wordd into photography, not have i

separated, machine-made. But our most recent woek

are Lambda F)"()l:):l-’-:!:lll" prints, which are direc W

I P ar and them’s no hand

= e o photogr

at all. It brings scwence and biclogy to the Black Pulse

saries.,

r anybody points it out it al comas

surprise as we don’t think of ourselves as naturs
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